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ABSTRACT 

This document, from the lesson plan series, "Teaching 
with Historic Places," provides a description of George Washington's 
life and the building of the U.S. Capitol. George Washington became 
the first U.S. President after leading the colonies through the 
revolutionary war. The U.S. Congress and the President decided to 
create s federal city on th^ Potomac River near Alexandria, Virginia. 
George Washington laid the cornerstone of the Capitol Building in 
Washington D.C. on September 23, 1793. Drawings, floorplans, and maps 
illustrate the text. Fifteen student activities supplement the text 
for instructional purposes in the elementary and secondary school 
curriculum. (CK) 
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Teaching with 
Historic Places 



George W^aj/jui(/lv/i a/i{) 
the Temple of Denioeraey 



G 

^1..^ LMM'irc Washiivrion iduKI lt)t)k \vo\w liic porc h ai .\\c)uni 
V'crntin titiwn his tlcids lo iho hoat landiniis, acr()s> tht.' l^cMciiP.ac 
Riv'LM' to I he loT'csis and i arms along Ma r\- land s shoi'olitu* \\ Hlm'l* iho 
once mlaht\' PisLaia\va\- Iunf)ii'c had dis[)LM'SL*d into iso.atod liands 
ol Indians. To the north, the river I'cached into ihc iniL*rior. j-)ast 
AlcNantlria, ("icorgctown and the site ol t'ro new I'edei'al Cii\'. 

rhe view Irom his X'irginia [ilantaiion was a pori'-ait ol the 
promise anci challenge lacing a \'er\' \ oung nation. A land ot 
cNt^uisite heaut vantl inimhllng power, it hosted a brooding collision 
ot native peoples. iVeehorn immigrants and the enslaved. Imagina- 
tion and enthusiasm stinnilated invention and enterprise on (he 
expancUng frontiei'. i^ut suspicion and intrigue among states and 
Interest groufis complicated the growth ol a national economv. I he 
md was alive with loltx* dehate ahout the right values and institu- 
tions lor a i'epid)lican govei'nment. 

On the morning of Sefitemhci' 18. \7^)7\, Pi-csident 
W'ashiniiton lelt .Mount N'ernon to la\' die cornerstone lor 
the I'V'deral Ca[)itol in a cit\' that was just beginning. It 
was onl\' a morning's ride b\- coach Irom his home. 
1'hc Capitol wcnild Iv.' home to the Congress ol the ^ ^ 

L'niled States — the nation's most pi*ecious demo- ^ 
cratic institution provided lor In* the Constitution 
in 1787. Those who came here as senators and 
reprcsentati\es would have the awesome re- 
sponsibilit\' to write laws that would chart 
the nation s destmv. 
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\\ ashington was bonded to the land and Its people. As a gangly 
sixteen year-old, he had travelled past the settled i'arms ol the Chesa- 
peake Tidewater and the Piedmont to sui-x-ey the \'ast holdings ot Lord 
Fairl'ax. He explored hardly-known landscapes beyond the Blue Ridge 
mountains and Shenandoah valley, Following the Potomac's switt 
waters to their origin in the distant Allegheny mountains. 

A Few \'ears later, a strong young man of twenty-two, ove"" six 
Feet tall, he returned to the region, leading the Virginia militic i a 
mission that sparked the European war For a wilderness en* 
(known in this country- as the French and Indian War). On .hio 
expedition, his men hacked the first road into the Ohio River X'alley 
that later became a part oFthe National Road. An inexperienced 
oFficer, he learned about humiliating deFeat at Fort Necessity and 
about the economic and military chaos that plagued the colonial 
governments, tying Indians and colonists alike to the rivalries ot 
Far-o(F European powers. 

Now, having led the colonies through a re\'olution to 
independence, he was the nation's first President. He 
and the people's elected representatives in the Con- 
gress must imd orderly solutions to the social and 
economic ills they had inherited. 

The weight oFthe cornerstone he would lay 
today was not measured by the stone alone. The 
stone was weighted with the trust, expectation 
and optimism that the citizens of the United 
States cautiously placed in theirgovernment. 




m us, CapitoL 

The CapUol\t floorfjlan, 
ahove; droMHttg of the 
.ttatuc Freedom at rit/ht, 
and the dome a*i it 
appeam today* heltJiKK 
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Student 
Activities 

George Washington and 
the Temple of Denwcraa/ 



O Why might W<uhingtony Jffferjon and other 
Uadem of the republic believe an educated citi- 
zenry wotf critical to democratic government? 
Today u/e take free, or public, education for 
granted. How many public jchoob do you know of 
in your community? Who can attend the^e 
xtchooii? How if public education paid fori Ha** 
the CongrcdJ pojjed lawj to provide e<fual educa- 
tional opportunities for all citizenj? 

© We abo take freedom of religion for granted. 
How did the First Congress amend the Constitu- 
tion to ensure freedom of religion? Discover and 
list churches, synagoguCxU mo**quc*t, temples or 
other places of worship in your community. 



Alexandria, Mrginia 



since his n'ouiIk W'asliiiiiiton had >ccii ihc t'ii\ 's whafws and warehouse's 
kKuled with I I'adt* izcxnis I'-nalanch ICiiropo, the West IniHcs. the .Widdk- l\asi, 

Ali'ita and Asia. The PciicMiiac Ri\er'\\as AlcxanchiaV avenue to the wimM. The 
huhes anil aeniU'inen (il Ale.\an(h ia ih esseil anil dmed as well iis ilieir eon nieipans 
in London. Planters ami Ironiiersnien arrived Ironi the mter'iorwilh hogsheads nl 
lohaeeo arul waaon loads (^l iiniher, llour. alei^hc^l and Uu's that thev exehanaed for 
rnanulaeuired items and trading yoods lor the Indiaris. 

W'ashinaton |)la\-eil an aeti\"e role in the Ale.xanih'ia i.oniniunitx'. He helonaed 
to the Masonic l.odae and ciMicer'ned hiinsell with the welld^eina i^l the cin/.ens. 
On his wa\' to the l''ederal Cit\- this da\-. he nnle the Alexandria Acadeniv 



or indiaeni 



where he had cr" Mled an endownient \o jnin ide a free education I 
children in X'irainia. lie jiassed the site whiM\- St. A\ar'\-'s Church was Ik nii: hiiilt 
with donations from him and other cui/.ens, 1 his would l)e the fn'st Calholu 
church in a colon\' whei'c the Analica.n church had heen the esiahlished r'eiiaiiMi. 

W'ashmaton travelled alona the \"irainia shoi'c <^f the Potomac to liiies ferrv 
that :;»ok him across the river' li^ ( leor'aetown in ,\\ar"vland and the I'ederal Cit\". 



George W'ashingtons Patovvinack Canal 



O How might Washington s experiences as a 
surveyor and military officer during the colonial 
period have led him to hit vufion of a nation from 
dea to sea? Why might Washington, and others 
in his day, have concluded that the great eastern 
rivers were the most likely roadways to the inte- 
rior? 

^ Identify on the map the natural barriers that 
the Pat ow mack Company had to overcome in 
building their canaL Con^iidering WoAihington s 
i^ision and these harriers, what other options 
might there hair been for transportation to the 
interior? 

Using a road map, determine the extent of ui- 
terstate transportation networks today? What 
modes of transportation have developed since 
Washington started his canal? What Constitu- 
tional provisions allow Congress to regulate 
interstate commerce? 

O How have changuig transportation systems 
and patterns affected your community over the 
\/earj? Are there placej that document the^ie 
change,*? What needj to be done to preserve them? 
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I'i'om the Chesapeake Ba\' to Coorgetown. the hr'oad Potomac River swells 
each da\' with the Atlantic's salty tides. Then the land I'ises sharpiv into the 
Piedmont anil iVesh mountain waters iVoni the uf)per- I'iver thundei' throuali the 
aorjie of the Cu'eat I'alls ol the l\)lomac. l''or I (),()()() x eai's Indian tr ibes tra\ elled 
die whole course ol the river the\- named the ""nieetina jdace," Colonial hoaimen 
j)oled shallow boats, known as Iviteaux. alona the upper- r iver, loaded pr'ec ariiursly 
with ti'adina aoods. The\' then hauled their carao over land past the kails to meet 
the ocean ^'oina sailina shijis at Alexandr ia and Ceoraetown . 

klven hefoi'e the Rev ohrtionarv War. the Potomac was intimately connected 
with W'ashinaton 's \ ision of a nation r'eachina from sea to sea. Rivers and waier- 

\\a\s wer'e the hiahwax'S of the KSth 
*^ ' and P)ih centur'X'. A nas iaahle 

waterwax' dirouah the Potomac 
Ris er' s allew lird\eil by a shori road 
to the Ohio Ri\ ei' watershed. wc>uld 
create a national hi^hwax* for settlers 
tUiil commerce, and slow lujro[>ean 
t olonial expansion, 

in a pr'i\'ate citizen aaain 

after' the War ol Indepen- 
dence, Washiriiiton joined 
eaders in V irginia and 
A\ar\ kuul to (orm the 
Palo w mack Company. 
Washington hired 
.lames !^umse\- to Inid 
a way to b\'pass the 
r'i\cr''s treacherous 
rapids. Rumscy was an 





0 Describe how the Congre^j d requirements for 
the Federal City reflected itj commitment to a 
central unifying go^fernment, How did the Feder- 
ali*ftj and Anti'FederaluttJ differ in their 
position J towards a jtrong central go^ernnunt? 
What mea^urej did the Fu\ft Congre^j take to 
protect citix£n*f againjt the exccjM of gown- 
men t? 

& Identify emknce of a plan for the dei'elopment 
of your community. Research the planning office, 
library or historical society to find out how your 
city plan evobed^ A*k elders in the community 
how the community's design has changed, Locate 
early maps and photos. 

& Identify symbols of grandeur and heroism on 
public buddings, statues and monuments in your 
community, Why do we use thise kinds of images 
on public buildings? What does itsugge<*t about 

1 he publics attitude towards gos^ernment? 
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\\"asliinatt)n ^ anoiitit)n witli a tastinatina tloian Uir a su*ainl)().>i ih.il touUI 
i-o[iLu'o ilio ^liiaiiisli haicaiix. Nc\'t'c ha\ ina" solmi a tanal lock >\^U'in. Kiiinso\- 
(IcsiaiH'tl vi loiiiiirkahk' '^crios t>l l(H k> ui I'aisc ami kn\oi- l)i)ats aioiiiul ihr Circat 
l-'alls. "I'lu* pi'dicti spii'A'tu'd ari omiuMnic suiiic alonii ilio u[^f)ci- n\fi', .N\at Ik ki\ ilk*. 
N'li'iiinia, luiw a ai't'kaoolotilfal silo at (ircai ImIIs. was th^-n a iu»w riiinnui- 

nii\' tiT t i'ahsmon and lunisinii workers (in llu* canak 

'I'lu' diilu iihlcs til du' Ini'nuM' t tdiinlcs in t tindu. lint: inUM'^iaU' toninu'ii c 
Iriisii'atod pi\ii(-*t'ts suck as W ' ishlnauin 's canak I1u* kick ol a t i)inincin <. urrcncw 
intci'ior iratlc hai'i'lci's tind kind disputes precipitated ijiatkoi'inijs at A\ount \ efndn 
and Annapoks tkat c\(ilvod intd tkc I'Vtlcral Cnn\*en«ion at I'kikidcljikia in 178/ . 
at wkick W'askinirtdn pt'osidcck 

'Idio continent lioyond the mountains heeanu* e\ei' more aHurinii. As ikc 
Coinention met. the Continental Conirress passetl the Nortkiwest Ordinance. 
pi-o\ idinii- hir ike orderk settleincMit ami iiowM'nancc^ ol the west. One ol the 
earliest acts of the I'irst Congress under the new Constitution was to reallirm the 
Ordinance. 

When W ashinixton died in 17^)^). the success ol the canal was still in doubt. 
To further his hope lor a National L'ni\'ersit\', he hecjiiealhed sloc k in the 
Patowmack Compan\' iii\'en to him hy \'ii'i:inia "lor the endowment ol a L N 1 - 
X'lCRSrr^' to he established w ithin the limiis (»!" the I )istrict ol C(dumhia." The 
financialU- iailed l*atowmack Compan\- was purchased lu" the C kesapeake and 
Ohio Canal Compan\- in US2S, which completed a canal to Cundierlaml. A\ar\ - 
lantl. The Ctinals. locks, earthworks and buildiniis are now protec ted b\" the 
National f^u'k Ser\'ice. 

A Federal Citv on the Potomac 

The exuberance ol'lhe new states coukl nardlN' 
contained. Sharp political di tVerences and \-olatile pt*rsonii 
interests tuiiged and [lulletl at the Pre-adont and 
Conai'ess. But e\'er\'one was cauaht up in the 
spirit okLilKM-tw marking public e\ ents with 
oi'ations an<l efitc poems. The states built 
miniature sailing ships with pati iotic 
insignia that the\- paraded through the 
streets as lloats. or set sail in llotillas. 

(Irand jiurj-K^se and optimism drcne 
the design lor the Federal Cit\'. S\ mbc)ls 
and imagery ol ancient ci\'ilizations were 
joined to those ol" abundance and e\pansi\-eness 
in the New World. ColunxhitX symbolized this 
union. The name appears early in a poem b\' Phillis 

Wheatlew written for C.eorge Washington touring the Revolutionai^v War. Taken 
{'rom West .M'rica as a child and sold into slaver\' ;'rom the whar\ es of Boston. 
Wheatle\' wrote. "Celestial choirl entbron'd In realms ok light. Columbia's scenes 
ol glorious toils 1 write " In 1792. exploring the western shore ol the continent. 
Captain Robert (ji'ay named the great west-east river Columbia — s\'mholicall\- 
connectinir it to the District of Columbia on the Potomac and a continental \ ision 
o( nation hood. 

ArtJ'.le 1. section 8, in the Constitution referred to "the Seat ol the Cio\ ern- 
ment ol the United States;" a site ten miles scjuare and Intlependent ol the states. 
Choosing a site for the Federal Cit,\' icslcd the Fii*st Congress's ability to balance 
the interests ol the states w ith national f)urpose. President Washington's cabmet 
ollicers. Thomas tJelTcrson and Alexan(ier Hamilton, negotiated a compromise 
ainonir Tactions: the government would assume the war debts ol the lormer 
colonies (the new states), and the Federal Cit\' would be l)uilt on the Potomac. 
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\\*.i>hiiiiiU)n ^t'lt'cU'il «i Ml iiK ()i [)<>i'aniiji' < W'oi'iiciowii and Alr\.uiilf'iii. ( )n 
JiiK 111. irno. Coiiiiicss *iutlu)ii/<.'<l \\ a>hiiiau)ii lo.ippniiii ihrcc' Culll•11is^i()nLM•s 
lo .(t Muii <.» tiiid sui \ t\\' I In* lain I. aiul "lo piov uU' sinialilc nas lor ilic a^. Luin- 

inodaiion o\ Coiiaicss, and ol tlu* piosulcni. and lor Puhlic oIIkcs oI the 
jiov t'rnnn'ni ol ilu* L"ni»tMl Siai(.'>. * 'I'lu' (UM(llinc was \Uc lu'si A\i)nda\- in DcfLMiv 
l)ci-. 1 SOO. Tt-n vcars lo Intild a «. \\y I 

On Mait h '2*), irOl. W'a^hinjilon cUid oilu'i's dined ai 1. riali I'*ni"ivsi > home 
HI C H'oriitMnv.-n \o linali/c die acijuisidon ol {lie Lmd, l''(M're>i. w ho had >er\ed in 
the Re\'olniionar\' \\ ai*. was a inajoi' ( -eoi iietown lainhiwnec widi a ai eai interest 
ill tile de\*elo[Miient or the eit\*. 

WashiiiiTton a[)poinied A\aior Charles Pierre l/lvnlant. a hrilliant il teni- 
pei'aineiiial I*'reneh eiiaiiieer who had serv ed in the Ue\ ()huionar\' War, to design 
the h'edei-al City. In just six months. L'lvnlanl presented W'ashinatiiii with his 
plan. The eiiy has elianaed o\ er ihc past 200 \*ears. hut L'l'lnlant's concept ol a 
eit\' thai I'elleeted a new social oi*()ci* I'eniains lionored. 

L'lCnlani located the e.\ecuii\'e and legislalive Ui*anclies ol ucnernnient in 
dil'l"ei*eni areas til the cit_\". He desianaied a scjuare loi* die iiidiciaiA', althouirh the 
iniporuince of die Siifironie Court w as ntil (iilU* undci*stO(id at the time. Standina 
at the base of the hill that wcndd sonieilax* he at'aced hv the CafiitoL he sait) thai 
his plan was ins[iired hy "...liheny hailina naliiiT Ironi its slunihers.'" 



0 What might be the practical unportance of a 
cornerjtoncl Why might it be jymbolically im- 
portant? Identify the corner.ftonej of important 
buildings in your community, xnich oj lihrariej, 
xichooLu city halL and churches, What do the in- 
x*criptionKi on the xttoncj xiay? Determine if a time 
capjuie wa^f placed in any of the cornerjtonej. 

& Why do MY hold ceremonitJ u>hen we lay a cor- 
nerstone? Interi'i^w someone who has participated 
in a cornerstone ceremony ^ or f 'uid a newspaper 
article about a ceremony. 

€) Determine if there are organizatiims in your 
community that encourage public sen'icc, and if 
young people could be involved. 
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A Comerstone for the Nation's Capitol 

■'On \\'ednesda\'. one td the iri\intlest .Wasonic processions toiik [ilace. 
the [Hirpose ol la\*inii the coiMierstone tifthe Capitol ol the L'liited States..-. 
Colttnibitiii Jlirror tifuKMiWiinth'iii dazctU' I'epoi'ted on Septeniher 'Jo, 1/^)»'S. 
W'ashinaton ci*ossed the Potomac lo ( jeoi*iretown and was met with 
hursts of artiller\' and hy his A\asonic hi*etlii'en from .Warvlaiid and 
Alexandria, '"'f'he procession inarch 

soleinn diirnitx', with music pla\*ing, drums heatini:'. cdlors llyinj. 
tUid spectators reitiicing. Ii'oni die President s St^uare 
to the Capitol, in the city ol* Washington...." 

.\ceonipanied his CoiiiniissiiMiei's. 
Pi*esident Washington olficiatet] at a A\asonic 
ceremoin- to la\' tlie coi'nerstone. I* reeinasoni*\' 
tiaces its i*oots hack to antic^uit\'. It developed a 
philosoplu' towartis society and iicnernment 
that Washinalon and some others ai the time 
I'ound coiiipalihlo with theii' i*epuhlican 
ideals of puhlic sei*\ ice. It uses s\'inhols 
drawn froin many l jltin*es and the huiltl 
inir n*adcs. Patriotic and A\asonic s\'mhols 
were interwoxen (^n the apron Washinirttin 
woi*e dur*inii- the cereiiionw Phs apron 
was made for him Catholic nuns in 
Xanics, hVance. 

.\ sik er plate was laid on the 
ai'ound, and the coimerstone lowered 
onto il. The inscription o'\ die plate 
recognized George Washington s 
contributions to the nation: '"wliosc 
\'irtues in the civil administration 
of his country have heen as 
conspicuous and hcnelicial. as 
his iTiilitary valor and prudence 
have been useful in establishing 
her libci*ties.,.." 



lor 
the 
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O Why uuuM Wa^hingtoih Jtrfftnum and 
L' Enfant uuint the Capitol building to b( the 
nu\<t prominent building in the Federal City? 
Why a>oul<^ they refer to the Capitol a*i a temple? 

® How did the Cotutitutional provisicnd for a 
reprettentative government affect the growth of the 
Capitol? How doe,f the Con^ititution and Federal 
law now limit the growth of the Congrejj? 

© Prepare a chronology of ei'entj mentioned 
throughout the lej.ion on George Wa. ihington and 
the Temple of Democracy . What kind of deciiimui 
and activitit^f characterixid this period of natum- 
budding? U nation-building taking place today 
in other countries of the world? Do tbeje count rie^f 
face yuniiar decisioru^? 

O Identify where your Repre.ientative \i and 
Senators 'officer are located in Wojhington and 
in yourdtate. Write and ojk them about Federal 
lawif or programs they are considering at thui 
time. Determine what affect the^e dould have on 
your community. 
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A Capitol for All Tune 

The day W^ashin^ton came to lay the 
cornerstone the Federal City was emerging 
from marshy streams and wooded hillsides. 
Wide avenues that someday would give expan- 
sive views oFthe Capitol were now rough roads 
through a city of grazing cattle and farms. 

Dr, Willic'im Thornton, a physician from the 
British West Indies with no architectural training, 
submitted a plan for the Capitol. A late entrv' in the 
competition, Thornton's design reflected the "gran- 
deur, simplicity and convenience" Washington sought. It incorporated the lines of 
classical architecture with a domed center and separate wings for th^ Senate and 
House of Representatives. The north and south sides of Capitol Hill are referred 
to still as the "Senate side," and "House side." 

Against all odds, the North Wing of the Capitol was completed by the 1800 
deadline, It was shared by the Senate, House of Representatives, Supreme Court 
and Librarv'' of Congress. Like Cincinnatus, the citizen soldier ot Rome, George 
Washington had returned to private life to enjoy "...in the midst of my fellow 
Citizens, the benign influence of good Laws under a free Government...." 

War, financial and technological problems, conflicting personalities and 
changing needs brought about many alterations to Thornton's design. The Capitol 
documents the contributions of extraordinary American building and landscape 
architects, engineers, artists and craftsmen, and the laborers who built the build- 
ing. President Thomas Jefferson described architect Benjamin Latrobe's work on 
the building as "worthy of the first temple dedicated to the sovereignty of the 
people...," The Capitol was badly burned during the War of 1812. Latrobe started 
the restoration and the building was completed by Charles BulRnch in 1826. 

Over the years, the Capitol expanded to accommodate more people and 
activity. During the Civil War, when it served as an army barracks, hospital and 
baker^^ work continued to extend the building and replace Bulfinch's dome w^ith 
the cast iron dome we see today. Thomas Crawford's Statue of Freedom was 
raised above the dome. Expansions and repairs have continued through the 
twentieth centur\'. 

Rising 287 feet, the Capitol is surrounded uv a 58.8 acre park designed by 
Frederick Law Olmstead. Its bcaut\' and scale dominates the Federal City. The 
lustrous white exterior is a dramatic contrast to the richly ornate interior, partly 
decorated by Constantino Brumidi, an artist who came to this country in the mid- 
nineteenth century as a political refugee from Italy. 

The United Slates Capitol is a visual record of 200 years of history. The 
cornerstone Washington laid for the Capitol remains the foundation for the nation 
and our heritage. 

T nW fi 'fh i'i'tJi'^'if'.O "''f^^ Hi*U*rii- PLiUtf is a program of the National Park Ser vice's National 
leaCningWlUl i^^^gj^.^^,^ q,- Historic Places an^^ the National Trust for Historic Preser^-ation. It of- 
^HiStOriC Places jers educational materials that use historic places to teach topics in the elemental' 
Sf and secondar\- school curriculum. It also ofTers professional development for teachers, interpreters 
and preser^'ationists. For more information, contact Kathleen Hunter, NTHP, 1785 ^Vassachusetls Ave.. 
NAV.. Washington. O.C. 20036. 202/673/40^0. 

The mission of he National Trust for Historic Preserv ation is to foster an appreciation of the diverse charac- 
ter and meaning of our American cultural heritage, and to preserv-e and revitalize the livabilily of our commu- 
nities bv leading the nation in saving America's historic environments. Support for the National Trust is 
provided bv its 250.000 members, contributions, and a matching grant from the National Park Serv-ice, L'.S. 
Department of the Interior, under provisions of the National Historic Preserv-ation Act of 1966. 

Author! KiUhlccn Hunter. NTHP. Sources Historic n.irrative \\a» prepared (Vom material under copyright to Georgetown 
Hrritftge Trust: NcVuinAl Register o( HiMoric Pl.tces liles provided inlormation on Alexandria. Washington. V).C.. the Paiowmack 
and C&'O C.inals: drauinK tor .N\rttildaville was reinterpreted Irom painting bv William Bond. Nation.il tieographit. 8,". 
Revlewerai John .1. Patrick. Indiana University: Charles White, George Mason Universuy; National Register ot H intone Places 
staH'; Robert Allen and Uarbara Wolanin. Architect ol the Capitol. Richard Baker. Historian. U.S. Senate: Donald Hawkins. 
Historicftl vSocicty of Washington, D.C: John Riley. .Mount Vernon. Published by Preservation Press, copyright 1993. NTHP. 
Dciifn/Iituitrationt Daydream Design, Liesburg. V.^. 



